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• Avoid taxiing through heavy
surface growths of aquatic plants before
takeoff;

• Raise and lower water rudders
several times to clear off plants. This
will also minimize cable stretch and
improve the effectiveness of the rudders
for steering.

After takeoff—
• Raise and lower water rudders

several times to free fragments of
aquatic plants while over the waters you
are leaving or while over land; and

• If aquatic plants remain visible on
floats or water rudders, return to the
lake and remove the plants.

Storage or mooring—
• Remove aircraft from the water, as

is often done at seaplane bases, and
allow all parts of the floats to dry. A few
days of hot, summer temperatures will
kill adult zebra mussels (longer drying
times of up to 10 days are required to
kill adult mussels during cool, humid
weather); and *

• Aircraft moored for extended
periods in zebra-mussel-infested waters
may have zebra mussels attached to the

floats and should be cleaned regularly.
In remote locations, where zebra
mussels are present, but where there are
no provisions for drying, spraying, or
treating the floats with hot water, the
best option available for preventing the
spread of the mussels is to hand-clean
the submerged portions of floats with a
scrub brush and to physically remove
adult mussels. (Aircraft moored for
extended periods in zebra-mussel-
infested waters may have zebra mussels
attached to the floats and should be
cleaned regularly.)

(g) Personal Watercraft

Personal watercraft that have jet-drive
systems require some extra precautions
to avoid ANS. A pump pulls water in
through an opening under the craft, and
the impeller (an internal propeller)
forces water out, moving the craft
forward. ANS can easily get lodged in
the jet-drive system and get transported
if the watercraft is taken from one
waterbody to another. A small piece of
Eurasian water milfoil, or other ANS,
caught in the impellers can infest a new
lake or river. Zebra mussels can survive
in excess water in the jet drive and
spread to other waters. By applying the
following guidelines, you can help
prevent the transfer of ANS via your
personal watercraft.

Guidelines:
In the water—
• Avoid running the engine through

aquatic plants near the boat access; and
• Push or winch the watercraft up on

the trailer without running the engine.
On the trailer—
• After you pull the watercraft from

the water, start the engine for 5 to 10
seconds to blow out any excess water
and vegetation. (The dark, damp,
enclosed area of the impeller provides
an ideal environment for aquatic
nuisance plants to survive.); and

• After the engine stops, pull plants
out of the steering nozzle. Inspect your
trailer and any other sporting equipment

for fragments of aquatic plants, and
remove them before you leave the access
area.

After trailering and before re-use—
• Wash and dry your watercraft and

equipment to kill or remove harmful
species that you did not see at the boat
launch. You can do this on your way
home or once you arrive home. Choose
one of the following methods of
disinfection before transporting to
another waterbody:

(1) Rinse your watercraft and other
equipment with hot (greater than 40 °C
or 104 °F) tap water.

(2) Spray your watercraft and trailer
with high-pressure water.

(3) Dry your watercraft and equipment
for at least 5 days.

Dated: December 19, 2000.

R.C. North,
U.S. Coast Guard, Assistant Commandant for
Marine, Safety and Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 00–33076 Filed 12–27–00; 8:45 am]
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Alternative Voluntary Advisory Groups
in Lieu of Councils, Prince William
Sound and Cook Inlet, AK

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposal to change
procedure; request for comments.

SUMMARY: Under the Oil Terminal and
Oil Tanker Environmental Oversight
and Monitoring Act of 1990, the Coast
Guard may certify, on an annual basis,
an alternative voluntary advisory group
in lieu of a Regional Citizen’s Advisory
Council for Cook Inlet and Prince
William Sound regions of Alaska. The
purpose of this notice is to inform the
public that the Coast Guard intends to
revise the procedure by which the
alternative voluntary advisory groups
undergo annual recertification with the
objective of streamlining the
administrative burden to the advisory
groups, the Coast Guard and other
involved parties.
DATES: Comments must reach the
Document Management Facility on or
before Febraury 12, 2001.
ADDRESSES: To make sure your written
comments and related material are not
entered more than once in the docket,
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please submit them by only one of the
following means:

(1) By mail to the Docket Management
Facility, (USCG–2000–8568), U.S.
Department of Transportation, room PL–
401, 400 Seventh Street SW,
Washington, DC 20590–0001.

(2) By hand delivery to room PL–401
on the Plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC
20590–0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. The telephone number is 202–
366–9329.

(3) By fax to the Docket Management
Facility at 202–493–2251.

(4) Electronically through the Web
Site for the Docket Management System
at http://dms.dot.gov.

The Docket Management Facility
maintains the public docket for this
notice. Comments will become part of
this docket and will be available for
inspection or copying at room PL–401,
located on the Plaza Level of the Nassif
Building at the above address between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. You
may electronically access the public
docket for this notice on the Internet at
http://dms.dot.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions on viewing or submitting
material to the docket, contact Dorothy
Beard, Chief, Dockets, Department of
Transportation, telephone 202–366–
9329; for questions on this notice,
contact LT Mark Tennyson, Coast
Guard, telephone 202–267–0486.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments and related material on this
notice. If you do so, please include your
name and address, identify the docket
number for this notice (USCG–2000–
8568), and give the reasons for each
comment. You may submit your
comments and material by mail, hand
delivery, fax, or electronic means to the
Document Management Facility at the
address under ADDRESSES; but please
submit your comments and material by
only one means. If you submit them by
mail or hand delivery, submit them in
an unbound format, no larger than
81⁄2×11 inches, suitable for copying and
electronic filing. If you want
acknowledgment of receipt of your
comments, enclose a stamped, self-
addressed post card or envelope. We
will consider all comments and
materials received during the comment
period. We intend to finalize any
procedural changes in time for the 2001
certification season. A notice will be
published in a later Federal Register.

Public Meeting

We do not now plan to hold a public
meeting. You may submit a request for
a public hearing by writing to Director
(G–MW), Commandant, 2100 Second
Street SW., Washington, DC 20593–
0001. You may also deliver them to the
same address in room 1408. The request
should include reasons why a hearing
would be beneficial. If there is sufficient
evidence to determine that oral
presentations will aid this process, we
will hold a public hearing at a time and
place announced by a later notice in the
Federal Register.

Background and Purpose

As part of the Oil Pollution Act of
1990, Congress passed the Oil Terminal
and Oil Tanker Environmental
Oversight and Monitoring Act of 1990
(33 U.S.C. 2732) (the Act) to foster the
long-term partnership among industry,
government, and local communities in
overseeing compliance with
environmental concerns in the
operation of crude oil terminals and oil
tankers.

Paragraph (o) of the Act permits an
alternative voluntary advisory group to
represent the communities and interests
in the vicinity of the oil terminal
facilities in Cook Inlet and Prince
William Sound regions of Alaska in lieu
of a Council of the type specified in 33
U.S.C. 2732(d), if certain conditions are
met. The Act requires that each group
enter into a contract to ensure annual
funding and receive annual certification
from the President that it fosters the
general goals and purposes of the Act
and is broadly representative of the
community and interests in the vicinity
of the terminal facilities. Accordingly,
in 1991, the President granted
certification to both the Cook Inlet
Regional Citizen’s Advisory Council
(RCAC) and the Prince William Sound
RCAC alternative voluntary advisory
groups (advisory groups). The authority
to certify advisory groups was
subsequently delegated to the
Commandant of the Coast Guard and
redelegated to the Chief, Office of
Marine Safety, Security and
Environmental Protection. In February
1999, the authority to certify these
advisory groups was redelegated to the
Commander, Seventeenth Coast Guard
District in Juneau, Alaska.

The Coast Guard published guidelines
on December 31, 1992 (57 FR 62600), to
assist groups seeking recertification
under the Act. We issued a policy
statement on July 7, 1993 (58 FR 36504),
to clarify the factors that we would be
considering in making our
determination as to whether advisory

groups should be certified in accordance
with the Act; and the procedures which
we would follow in meeting our
certification responsibilities under the
Act. Since then, both the Prince William
Sound and Cook Inlet advisory groups
have been recertified annually. Based on
the experiences of the recertification
processes conducted from 1993 to 2000,
as well as the evolution of the advisory
groups from new, untested
organizations to stable, functioning
organizations, the Coast Guard believes
the recertification procedure should be
streamlined, reducing the substantial
annual administrative burden placed on
the advisory groups, the Coast Guard
and the public.

Proposed Action
This notice proposes two changes to

the guidelines available to assist
advisory groups seeking recertification
under the Act. First, we propose to
amend the application procedure.
Second, we propose to amend the
public review procedure (i.e., the notice
and comment period provided under
the current procedure).

Under the current guidelines, when
an advisory group applies or re-applies
for annual certification, it should submit
the information relevant to the general
criteria set forth in section 2732 (c)
through (l) of the Act and, subsequently,
in the July 7, 1993 Federal Register (58
FR 36504). This information enables us
to review the advisory group’s activities
over the past year, as well as future
planned activities, including projects,
studies, plans, permits, regulations,
procedures, membership policies,
public accessibility of the advisory
group and its work, use of finances, and
the establishment of a funding contract
with designated industry members.

We now propose that an applicant for
recertification should provide us with
this comprehensive information once
every 3 years (triennially). For each of
the 2 years between the triennial
application procedure, applicants
should submit a letter requesting
recertification and describe any
substantive changes to the information
provided at the last triennial
recertification. A copy of the previous
year’s annual report, annual financial
statement, and Budget and Spending
Plan for the coming year should also be
included.

Although we will continue to evaluate
an advisory group’s request for
recertification every year, we believe
that an annual collection of information
is redundant and unnecessary.
Experience gathered from 1993 to
present has shown us that the majority
of information submitted by advisory
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groups seeking recertification remains
unchanged year-to-year and both the
government and the public would
benefit from a streamlined
administrative procedure.

The second proposed change pertains
to the solicitation of public comments
through Federal Register publication.
The current guidelines provide that
upon receipt of an application for
recertification as an alternative advisory
group, we will solicit comments from
the public by publishing a notice and
request for comments in the Federal
Register. After a 45 day comment
period, we will review the application
and all comments received within the
comment period and make a
determination. The public will then be
notified of the decision by Federal
Register publication.

We now propose to solicit public
comments every three years by
publishing a notice and request for
comments in the Federal Register. We
believe that the public will benefit from
a triennial public comment period. The
majority of recent comments have
expressed general agreement that the
advisory groups have fulfilled their role
as mandated by the Oil Pollution Act of
1990. Therefore, interested individuals
and groups will be able to engage in a
more substantial and meaningful
dialogue if the comment period is
opened triennially rather than annually.
This streamlining provision would also
reduce the administrative burden to
both the government and the public.

This notice proposes to change the
procedure for certification only during
the 2 intervening years. First, a
previously-certified advisory group will
not have to re-submit a full application
for recertification every year. Instead, an
advisory group certified in the triennial
certification year will, in the intervening
2 years, only have to submit updates or
changes from the previous year’s
application. Second, we will only solicit
comments from the public during the
triennial certification year. We propose
that this procedure commences with the
2001 certification season, meaning that
applicants seeking recertification in
2001 need only submit the streamlined
application and that we will not solicit
public comments prior to recertification
during 2001. The triennial review
process will take place in 2003.
However, we will continue to recertify
advisory groups annually. We will
continue to use our established criteria
to evaluate an advisory group’s
application for recertification. Finally,
we will continue to advise the public of
any recertification granted each year, by
Federal Register notice.

Dated: December 21, 2000.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Acting Assistant Commandant, for Marine
Safety and Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 00–33192 Filed 12–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

Proposed Advisory Circular 20–27E,
Certification and Operation of
Amateur-Built Aircraft

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
availability of proposed Advisory
Circular (AC) 20–27E, Certification and
Operation of Amateur-Built Aircraft for
review and comment. The proposal
Advisory Circular 20–27E provides
information and guidance concerning an
acceptable means, but not the only
means, of demonstrating compliance
with the requirements of Title 14, Code
of Federal Regulations, part 21,
Certification Procedures for Products
and Parts, regarding Certification and
Operation of Amateur-Built Aircraft.
DATES: Comments submitted must
identify the proposed AC 20–27E and be
received by February 22, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the proposed AC
20–27E can be obtained from and
comments may be returned to the
following: Federal Aviation
Administration, Production and
Airworthiness Division, AIR–200, Room
815, 800 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rodney Watson, Airworthiness
Certification Branch, AIR–210,
Production and Airworthiness Division,
Room 815, Aircraft Certification Service,
Federal Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, (202) 267–8361.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
The proposed AC 20–27E provides

information and guidance on the
fabrication and assembly, airworthiness
certification, and operation of amateur-
built aircraft of all types; explains the
amount of fabrication and assembly the
builder must accomplish for the aircraft
to be eligible for amateur-built
certification; and describes the role of
the FAA in the certification process.

Interested persons are invited to
comment on the proposed AC 20–27E
listed in this notice by submitting such

written data, views, or arguments as
they desire to the aforementioned
specified address. All comments
received on or before the closing date
for comments specified above will be
considered by the Director, Aircraft
Certification Service, before issuing the
final AC.

Comments received on the proposed
AC 20–27E may be examined before and
after the comment closing date in Room
815, FAA headquarters building (FOB–
10A), 800 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Issued in Washington, DC on December 22,
2000.
Terry A. Allen,
Acting Manager, Production and
Airworthiness Division, AIR–200.
[FR Doc. 00–33185 Filed 12–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Intent To Request Approval
From the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for a New Public
Collection of Information for Data
Collection To Be Used for the Update
of Two Advisory Circulars

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), (DOT).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), the FAA invites public
comment on a new public information
collection which will be submitted to
OMB for approval.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before February 26, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed
or delivered to FAA, at the following
address: Ms. Judith Street, Room 613,
Federal Aviation Administration,
Standards and Information Division,
APF–100, 800 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20591.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Judith Street, at the above address or on
(202) 267–9895.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
solicits comments on the following new
collection of information in order to
evaluate the necessity of the collection,
the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of
burden, the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information to be collected, and
possible ways to minimize the burden of
collection. The following is a synopsis
of the information collection activity
which will be submitted to OMB for
review and approval:
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